
 
 
 
 

LESSON INFORMATION  OVERVIEW OF LESSON 

 Subject Area: Geography  Students will explore the idea of what a 
shaterbelt is, how they occur, and the role of 
non-governmental organiza�ons (NGO’s) play in 
aiding people residing within a zone of conflict, 
and what career paths are available through 
NGOs.  

 Grade Level: High School  

 
Time Frame/Dura�on: four 55-minute 
class periods 

 

 
LEARNING OUTCOMES  ESSENTIAL / GUIDING QUESTIONS 
By the end of this lesson, students will be able to 

1. Understand how poli�cal power is 
expressed geographically as control over 
people, land, and resources, as 
illustrated by shaterbelts. 

2. Discuss job opportuni�es available 
through non-governmental 
organiza�ons to help aid people in these 
areas. 

 What are the questions being asked and 
potentially answered for this lesson? 

1. What is a shaterbelt? 
2.  How do shaterbelts disrupt the 

poli�cal organiza�on of a region? 

 
CONNECTION TO CURRICULUM / UNIT  BASIC TERMS AND VOCABULARY 
To be used in the North Africa/Southwest Asia 
unit for World Geography or the Poli�cal unit AP 
Human Geography. 

 shatterbelt * geopolitics * refugee * non-
governmental organization (NGOs) 

 
POWERFUL GEOGRAPHY FOCUS  KEYWORDS 
Career Categories: Government, Social Work, 
Military, Sciences 

 4-day lesson, aid, geopoli�cs, government, 
helping path, high school, human geography, 
NGOs, powerful geography, regional conflict, 
relief organiza�ons, shaterbelts, southwest 
asia, territories 

 
GEOGRAPHIC SKILLS  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
☐ Asking Geographic Ques�ons 
☐ Acquiring Geographic Informa�on 
☐ Organizing Geographic Informa�on 
☐ Analyzing Geographic Informa�on 
☐ Answering Geographic Ques�ons 

 Date Created October 2019 
Developed by Kivet Gresham and Mathew 
Lyons 

 
STANDARDS (STATE AND/OR NATIONAL) 
AP Human Geography  
• Learning Objective PSO-4.C:  Describe the concepts of political power and territoriality as used by 

geographers. 
 

Powerful Geography 

RELIEF ORGANIZATIONS RESPOND TO 
REGIONAL CONFLICTS IN SOUTHWEST ASIA 
 



World Geography Studies (Texas Essen�al Knowledge and Skills Standards) 
• (13) Government. The student understands the spatial characteristics of a variety of global political 

units. The student is expected to: 
(A) interpret maps to explain the division of land, including man-made and natural borders, 

into separate poli�cal units such as ci�es, states, or countries; and 
(B) compare maps of vo�ng paterns and poli�cal boundaries to make inferences about the 

distribu�on of poli�cal power. 
• (14) Government. The student understands the processes that influence political divisions, 

relationships, and policies. The student is expected to: 
(A) analyze current events to infer the physical and human processes that lead to the 

forma�on of boundaries and other poli�cal divisions; 
(B) compare how democracy, dictatorship, monarchy, republic, theocracy, and totalitarian 

systems operate in specific countries; and 
(C) analyze the human and physical factors that influence control of territories and resources, 

conflict/war, and interna�onal rela�ons of sovereign na�ons such as China, the United 
States, Japan, and Russia and interna�onal organiza�ons such as the United Na�ons (UN) 
and the European Union (EU). 

• (21) Social studies skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use information 
acquired through established research methodologies from a variety of valid sources, including 
technology. The student is expected to: 

(A) analyze and evaluate the validity and u�lity of mul�ple sources of geographic informa�on 
such as primary and secondary sources, aerial photographs, and maps; 

(B) iden�fy places of contemporary geopoli�cal significance on a map; 
(C) create and interpret different types of maps to answer geographic ques�ons, infer 

rela�onships, and analyze change; 
(E) iden�fy different points of view about an issue or current topic. 

• (22) Social studies skills. The student communicates in written, oral, and visual forms. The student 
is expected to: 

(B) generate summaries, generaliza�ons, and thesis statements supported by evidence; 
(D) create original work using effec�ve writen communica�on skills, including proper cita�ons 

and understanding and avoiding plagiarism. 
• (23) Social studies skills. The student uses problem-solving and decision-making skills, working 

independently and with others. The student is expected to: 
(A) plan, organize, and complete a research project that involves asking geographic ques�ons; 

acquiring, organizing, and analyzing informa�on; answering ques�ons; and 
communica�ng results; 

(B) use case studies and GIS to iden�fy contemporary challenges and to answer real-world 
ques�ons; and 

(C) use problem-solving and decision-making processes to iden�fy a problem, gather 
informa�on, list and consider op�ons, consider advantages and disadvantages, choose 
and implement a solu�on, and evaluate the effec�veness of the solu�on. 

 
 
 
 
 



RESOURCE / MATERIALS NEEDED  
For Students: For Teachers: 

• The Armed Conflict Loca�on & Event Data 
Project (ACLED): 
htps://www.acleddata.com/dashboard/ 

• htps://reliefweb.int/jobs  (click on Theme 
and/or Region under Filter Results) 

• Ac�ve USG Programs for Syria: 
htps://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/file
s/resources/06.24.19%20-
%20USG%20Syria%20Complex%20Emergen
cy%20Program%20Map.pdf 

• htps://www.humanrightscareers.com/magazi
ne/10-human-rights-organiza�ons-offering-
entry-level-ngo-jobs/ 

• Ac�ve USG Programs for Yemen: 
htps://reliefweb.int/map/yemen/yemen-
ac�ve-usg-programs-yemen-response-last-
updated-060719 

• htps://ngojobboard.org/ 

• Ac�ve USG Programs for Iraq: 
htps://reliefweb.int/map/iraq/iraq-ac�ve-
usg-programs-iraq-response-last-updated-
062419 

• htps://www.vox.com/a/maps-explain-the-
middle-east 

 
PEDAGOGICAL STRATEGIES  PRE-REQUISITE KNOWLEDGE 
Collabora�ve work. 
 

 Students should have a basic understanding of 
the human and physical geography of Southwest 
Asia.  

 
LESSON DEVELOPMENT 
 

STARTING THE LESSON 
1. Using historic maps, students figure out why Southwest Asia would be considered a 

shaterbelt. 
 
2. Pairs of students should work together to point out a historical and a current process that 

would make it a shaterbelt. htps://www.vox.com/a/maps-explain-the-middle-east 
 

THE LESSON 
3. Students will conduct research to learn the loca�on of violent ac�vity in Southwestern Asia 

during the last 20 years using the ACLED website (see Materials for Students.) 
 

4. Students will research needs of refugees based on the Ac�ve USG Program Maps. Students 
should construct a list of regional priori�es.  

 
5. Students will research NGOs to discover agencies that can assist refugees based on the 

priori�zed list from the previous step. 
 

6. Students will create an NGO job pos�ng for specific needs present in Southwestern Asia (See 
Materials for Teachers).  
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ENDING THE LESSON AND CLOSING PRODUCT 
7. Students react in wri�ng to the following prompt, ci�ng evidence from their research: 

“Shatterbelts disrupt the political organization of a region. Respond using evidence.”   
 

DIFFERENTIATION STRATEGIES 
Students can work in pairs to develop answers to the writen por�ons of the lesson (for ELL students). 
Addi�onal �me for reading can be provided to students who need it.  

 
EVALUATION AND ASSESSMENT 
FRQ from AP College Board.  

 
EXTENSION AND ENRICHMENT 
A�er this lesson, teachers can follow up with by having students look at the connec�on of shaterbelts 
to agricultural development. 

 


