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Subject and Grade Level:  
6th Grade World Cultures and Geography 

Time Frame: How long will it take to complete 
this lesson?  Include number of days and typical 
length of class period. 
 

Learning Outcomes:  
By the end of this lesson, students will be able to: 

1. identify and analyze ways people have adapted to or modified the physical environment by 
interviewing an expert about the pros and cons of an adaptation or modifications in a specific 
place or region and writing an article about the interview. 
 

Overview of Lesson: Provide a brief description of the lesson.  
Students will work collaboratively as journalists to interview an expert and write an article about 
human interaction with the environment. To complete this assignment, learners will complete an 
“Inquiry Arc” by developing questions and planning inquiries, applying disciplinary concepts and tools, 
evaluating sources and using evidence, and communicating conclusions and taking informed action.  
 
Essential Questions: What are the questions being asked and potentially answered for this lesson.   

● How do people adapt to their environment? 
● How do people modify the environment? 
● How should people interact with the environment? 
● How does geography influence the way people live? 
● What are the costs and benefits of adaptations and modifications to the environment?  

 
Connection to the Curriculum/Units: Provide a description of where in the curriculum this lesson 
should be placed.  Include regional focus, unit titles, etc.  If prior knowledge is required before 
completing this lesson, please provide a description of what students need to know.   
  
 
TEKS Content Objective(s): What content standards or strands will be the focus of this lesson? 
 Grade 6 – 6.5(B,C) 

(5) Geography. The student understands the impact of interactions between people and the 
physical environment on the development and conditions of places and regions. The 
student is expected to: 

(B) identify and analyze ways people have adapted to the physical environment in 
various places and regions  
(C) identify and analyze ways people have modified the physical environment such as 
mining, irrigation, and transportation infrastructure  
 

TEKS Skills Objective(s):  What skills standards or strands will be the focus of this lesson?   
 Grade 6 - 6.19(B) 

(19) Social studies skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use 
information acquired through established research methodologies from a variety of valid 
sources, including technology. The student is expected to: 

(B) analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect 
relationships, comparing, contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making 
generalizations and predictions, and drawing inferences and conclusions  
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 Grade 6 – 6.20(A) 
(20) Social studies skills. The student uses geographic tools to collect, analyze, and interpret 
data. The student is expected to: 

(A) answer geographic questions, including: Where is it located? Why is it there? 
What is significant about its location? How is its location related to the location of 
other people, places, and environments? Using latitude and longitude, where is it 
located? 

 
Powerful Geography Focus:  Which content domain of the Powerful Geography framework (Human 
Geography, Physical Geography, Places & Regions, Environment & Society) does this lesson address? 
Include all that apply.  Also, if this lesson is connected to certain Job Areas, provide job titles or links 
here. A selection of Job Summaries can be viewed here. Visit www.powerfulgeography.org for more 
information. 
 Environment and Society  
Jobs 

- Emergency Management Director 
- Environmental Conservation Officer 
- Greenhouse Gas Reduction Specialist 
- Hydrologist 
- Park Ranger 
- Urban Planner 
- Geography Professor 
- Journalist/reporter 

Materials:  
For Student Use:  

- Primary Resource/Textbook (SE) 
- Digital device with internet access 
- Zoom, Skype, Google Hangout, etc. 
- Word Processor 

 
For Teacher Use:  

- Primary Resource/Textbook (TE) 
 

 

Resources Needed for this Lesson: 
AAGs Jobs and Careers Website  
Powerful Geography Job Summaries 
 

 

References (if any): (use formal citations) 
 
Strategies: What geography or other pedagogical strategies will be used in this lesson?  Please 
provide a description of the strategy or a link for teachers to refer to.  This area is intended to provide 
descriptions of Best Practices particularly to help novice geography teachers. 
  
 

http://powerfulgeography.org/k-12-education/resources/powerful-geography-job-summaries/
http://www.powerfulgeography.org/
http://www.aag.org/careers
http://powerfulgeography.org/k-12-education/resources/powerful-geography-job-summaries/life-physical-and-social-science-job-summaries/epidemiologist/
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Before the Activity: What is recommended before starting the lesson plan. What is required before 
starting the lesson plan.  

 Consider using the Career Connections and the AAGs Jobs and Careers Website to contact 
relevant experts to solicit support for this assignment. 
 Browse the Powerful Geography Job Summaries. 
 Consider curating a graphic organizer for students to complete. 

 
Procedures to conduct the lesson:  
Starting the Lesson:  

1. Ask students to look out of the classroom window and list as many things as they can that 
represent an adaptation or modification of the natural environment. 

a. Clarify what the term adapt means in relationship to one’s physical environment by 
asking students to brainstorm ways in which they have adapted to their own local 
environment. Some examples might include wearing cooler clothing in summer and 
heavier clothing in winter, watching the weather to decide whether to take an 
umbrella to school, or getting up earlier to account for traveling a long distance to 
school [using an environmental modification called a road].  

b. Point out to students that people most often modify their environment because of a 
need/want presented by the environment.  
 

2. Ask students to think, pair, and share some potential pros and cons of the adaptations or 
modifications they listed. 

a. Use the feedback provided to assess the level of understanding students currently 
have about the topic as well as to identify areas of interest or engagement that 
students can connect with throughout the lesson. 

 
The Lesson:   

3. Ask students to work in small groups to brainstorm examples of adaptations and 
modifications to the physical environment and create a graphic organizer to categorize the 
examples they identify as either an adaptation or modification. Then have students annotate 
each list with explanations of the reasons each adaptation or modification was made and the 
impacts (positive and/or negative) the adaptation or modification has on the economy, 
society, government, and/or environment. 

a. Using photos or pictures from the text, internet, or other source, have students 
analyze ways in which people adapted to or modified their environment.  

i. Examples of adaptations may include raised houses in flood prone areas or 
island communities; protective clothing in hot, dry desert climates; use of 
appropriate animals for the environment – water buffalo, camels, oxen; 
housing made of naturally available materials; food choices made from 
naturally available resources; and so on. For instance, American Indians on 
the High Plains didn’t just eat and use buffalo because they loved the taste or 
preferred buffalo hide clothing, they adapted their lifestyle to “fit” the most 

http://www.aag.org/careers
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available resource – the millions of wild buffalo.  
ii. Examples of modification may include mining, irrigation, transportation 

infrastructure, and/or important local modifications such as the seawall in 
Galveston or flood control projects across the state. 
 

4. Ask students to present their graphic organizers and explain and defend their categorizations 
and explanations. 

a. Clarify and verify as needed. 
 

5. Ask students to find a partner to work collaboratively with as journalists to interview an 
expert about the pros and cons of an adaptation or modification in a specific place or region 
they listed and write an article about the interview. 
 

6. Using the internet as a resource, help students prepare for and conduct an interview by first 
identifying relevant experts with expertise in the area of adaptation or modification they 
selected and soliciting their willingness to be interviewed on the subject. 

 
7. Once students secure their interview subjects, help students learn to use an analysis model to 

prepare questions for their interview which may include questions like: Who are you and 
what is your role?; Why did the people make that modification or adaptation?; What types of 
technology had to be available in order to make the modification?; What positive 
consequences did that modification have?; What negative consequences did that 
modification have?; What might be the long-term effects of the modification?; Is there a need 
for some form of rule or regulation to control the changes? 

 
8. Using Zoom, Skype, Google Hangout, or other video conference application, help students 

conduct and record their interviews. 
 

9. Using a word processor, help students write an article about the interview and the responses 
recorded. 

 
End the Lesson and Closing Product:  

10.  Have students submit, read, and evaluate each other’s articles using a fishbowl protocol 
discussion (or other discussion protocol) to discuss the implications of the information 
shared.  

a. Consider discussing similar questions to those used in the interview like: Why did the 
people make that modification?; What types of technology had to be available in 
order to make the modification?; What positive consequences did that modification 
have?; What negative consequences did that modification have?; What might be the 
long-term effects of the modification?; Is there a need for some form of rule or 
regulation to control the changes? 
 

Differentiation strategies to meet diverse learner needs: What will be used to help differentiate the 
lesson for diverse learners?  
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  Using the Powerful Geography Pre-Student Questionnaire, assign students a person to interview 
based upon their own interests.  
 Interviews do not have to just be visual, students may choose to write, based upon their comfort 
level.  
 
Evaluation/Assessment: Include your assessment product or idea with the lesson plan. Note, you want 
your assessment to measure your students understanding of the objectives (listed above).  Include 
grading rubric and student samples, if possible. 
 In conclusion, have students reflect on their learning and their aspirations by completing a 3, 2, 1 
summary (or other assessment protocol) to collect evidence of their learning and analyze ways this 
experience can influence their future aspirations. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


